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NRNS03404-01.  Navy Reservists train for combat in a virtual world

By Journalist 2nd Class Barrie Barber, Navy Information Bureau Det. 813 Detroit


HARRISON TOWNSHIP, Mich. – Navy Reserve Seabees in Detroit don’t have to leave the building anymore when they aim downrange, go on patrol or fight from a foxhole.


And they can step inside a virtual classroom across the hall that will link them with their compatriots in three other states while they all learn the same lessons at the same time.


Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 26 (NMCB-26) recently dedicated a new virtual firing range – known as the Fire Arms Training System (FATS) – and education center this month at

Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich.


It’s the first facility of 12 Readiness Support Sites planned across the nation in the Seabee community, and will serve some 700 Sailors in about a dozen detachments in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana.


The virtual world laboratory is ideal for Reserve Seabees who attend drill in the suburbs and have limited chances to head out to the range, said Rear Adm. Raymond K. Alexander, deputy commander of the First Naval Construction Division in Norfolk, Va.


“One of our biggest challenges is to provide them training in the combat role,” said Alexander, who has an office in Chattanooga, Tenn. 


“Now, we can do realistic training,” said Cmdr. Daniel Stehly, battalion commanding officer of Joplin, Mo. 


The virtual world allows Seabees to lock and load without live ammunition yet feel the recoil of the weapon they’re firing. Moreover, it adds the real world scenario of heading out on patrol or fighting from a foxhole, among other simulations, while earning weapons qualifications.


The technology, when fully installed this summer, will let shooters determine their accuracy.


“There is some realism to it,” said Senior Chief Builder James Seamans an NMCB-26 Reserve Readiness Support Site supervisor from Shelby Township, Mich. “It’s not a computer Gameboy situation. … You’ll hear things in the woods and then all of a sudden it will pop out.”


Before, the Seabees typically were logistically limited in how often they could make it to the range, said NMCB-26 Command Master Chief Jeff Clavin of Lake Orion, Mich.


“Now, we can do one every week” if necessary, he said.


Along with an armory, and a field communication storage room, the building has a computer workstation-equipped classroom where Seabees can learn about general military training or more about their or a shipmate’s rating. Through the Navy-Marine Corps Intranet, Seabees in other states can tune in and ask questions during the lesson.


“It just gives us a nice platform to get the troops trained rather than sitting in a classroom reading a book,” Seamans said.


Instructors use a “smartboard” to write in four different colors on a white board that appears on an overhead projection in the coloring the lettering was written in.


The virtual classroom also allows the teacher to scan any student’s computer without leaving a podium, or project on the wall any teacher's or student’s computer screen. 
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NRNS03404-02.  ACU-1 provides training for Navy and Marine Corps Reservists

By Journalist 3rd Class Bill Steele, Navy Information Bureau Det. 613 Great Lakes


GREAT LAKES, Ill. – “Get offa my beach!” shouted Lt. Michael Kerley into his walkie-talkie as he paces the water’s edge and pumps his arms at the coxswain.


In the shallow water, an assault craft that has just onloaded a 30,000-pound truck is stuck in the sand. The coxswain on the line with Kerley is struggling furiously with the added weight, gunning the engines and swerving the boat around to no avail. After some more encouragement, offered in good humor, he finally dislodges it.


“Yeah! Alright! Whoopie!” scream the assembled onlookers in approval. 


Maneuvering landing craft laden with Humvees and other heavy rolling stock is never easy, even on a calm day, and for a small group of Navy and Marine Corps Reservists participating in a joint exercise off of Nunn’s beach at Naval Station Great Lakes, it was a victory if you could avoid getting wet. But as these Sailors and Marines learned, sea-to-land operations are messy, dangerous, and rarely go exactly as planned.   


“My mission is to train my boat crews in the art of amphibious warfare,” said Kerley, executive officer of Naval Reserve Assault Craft Unit One (ACU-1) at Naval Station Great Lakes. Kerley and his crew of roughly 30 Reservists maintain three Landing Craft Mechanized (LCMs) and occasionally practice the kind of beach storming portrayed in movies like “Saving Private Ryan.” But the reality is that, because of changes in military technology and doctrine, the LCM has been relegated to a far less glamorous role than it had in the past. 


One such technological change has been the Navy’s hovercraft vessel, the Landing Craft Air Cushioned (LCAC).  The LCAC floats on a cushion of air and is capable of transporting huge payloads. For troops, the hovercraft’s speed and reach can save lives. But the hovercraft is also very large, expensive to maintain, and limited for use in small operations. 


Another option is the Landing Craft Utility (LCU).  The LCU can carry 180 tons of equipment or 400 combat-ready Marines.  It is also unwieldy. 


That leaves the LCM to do the down-and-dirty work of amphibious warfare.



“The LCM is still the workhorse of the fleet,” Kerley said. “It is able to fulfill a variety of missions and move a large amount of man and materiel in a short amount of time.”
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NRNS03404-03.  Capital Skyliners claim Battle “E”

From Lt. Cmdr. Jack Wheeler, VR-48 Admin Officer


WASHINGTON – Commander, Naval Air Reserve Force recently announced Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 48 (VR-48) as 2003 Noel Davis Battle Efficiency Award recipient.


The NAF Washington-based squadron operates two C-20G Gulfstream IV aircraft.


“Winning the Battle “E” is a tribute to the hard work and sacrifice of the full and part-time reservist of the Capital Skyliners,” said Cmdr. Mark Gibbons, commanding officer of VR-48.


During 2003 VR-48 operated on six continents, flew more than 3,000 mishap-free flight hours, hauled 183,922 pounds of cargo, transported more than 4,935 passengers and completed 24 overseas detachments.  All but one of the detachments were in direct combat support of U. S. Navy Forces Central Command (NAVCENT), U. S. Marine Forces Central Command (MARCENT), Commander Joint Task Force Horn of Africa (CJTF HOA) and Coalition Forces Air Component Commander (CFACC).


This year presented new operational challenges for VR-48 in that they were tasked to provide Central Command (CENTCOM) a continuous, one aircraft, forward deployed detachment supporting combat actions during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Initially the squadron supported the CFACC based at Prince Sultan Air Base (PSAB), Saudi Arabia, and was subsequently redeployed to support CJTF HOA based at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti.  In response, the squadron mobilized 25 percent of its Reserve personnel, deployed half of the squadron’s hardware for one year and accomplished a 300 percent increase in operational production.


While on detachment, the “Capital Skyliners” adapted and thrived in austere conditions to overcome the challenges of working and living in strong winds, dust, sand, temperatures up to 130 degrees Fahrenheit and field elevations over 7,500 feet.  VR-48 created and implemented flight procedures to safely mitigate the prevalent risk of Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) and Surface to Air Missiles (SAM) attack during Horn of Africa and Arabian Gulf operations.


This year presented new maintenance challenges too.  Having the Navy’s only C-20G maintenance department, VR-48 saved $3.4 million by performing four engine beam inspections, which is normally performed by depot maintenance.  Finding the time to complete these inspections was difficult as one of the two jets had to be in Djibouti at all times.  This was accomplished while maintaining a 92 percent mission capable rate and a 90 percent full mission capable rate.  


In addition to the Battle “E,” the Capital Skyliners were awarded the 2003 James M. Holcombe Maintenance Excellence Award, Retention Excellence Award and Commander, Fleet Logistics Support Wing nomination for the Secretary of Defense Phoenix Award.  Furthermore, the squadron experienced 100 percent Drilling Reserve and Full Time Support retention rates.


The highly trained, motivated men and women of VR-48 take great pride in service to the fleet and the nation.  Through their innovative and flexible response, they have excelled during a most challenging year, while continuing to set the standard in routine maritime logistic operations.  


“This affirms what we already knew, we have great people doing the job for both our wing and the United States Navy,” said Master Chief Aircraft Maintenanceman, VR-49’s command master chief.
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NRNS03404-04.  Modern technology breathes life back into World War II plane

By Journalist 3rd Class Sandra Cho, Navy Information Bureau Det. 813 Detroit


LAKE MICHIGAN, Ill. – Flying as if through a hole in time, a Grumman F4F Wildcat from World War II soared through the Kansas sky like an angry ghost 60 years after sinking into the cold waters of Lake Michigan.


This aircraft was one of hundreds of World War II planes that crashed into Lake Michigan during aircraft carrier qualification training exercises conducted in the early 1940s.  Today, thanks to sidescan sonar surveys, some of these historic planes have been located and restored.

“Sidescan sonar is a piece of equipment that uses sound reflection to image the bottom of the water column,” says Electronics Technician 1st Class Dominic J. Fecteau.  “It sends out signals which reflect back to the receiver.  The computer processes these signals, giving us an image of the target area.”


These signals are transmitted out of what looks like a small missile, called a towfish, pulled behind a boat. 


Fecteau is in charge of training Selected Reservists (SELRES) from Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 10 (EODMU 10) of Fort Story, Va.  This unit will be doing a sidescan sonar survey of 10 underwater crash sites in Lake Michigan for the Naval Historical Center.


“While our primary goal is to locate underwater mines, these operations help us to familiarize drilling Reservists with equipment, different settings and how to analyze and process data,” said Fecteau.


Former aviation anti-submarine warfare technician Steve C. Anderson is the president of Applied Marine Acoustics Inc.  His company specializes in digital sidescan sonar imaging; Anderson recognizes the value of training in interpretation of the images.


“Taking the images is actually the easy part, interpreting the images is the hard part,” Anderson said.


Interpretation is important because the sonar images look like ultrasound pictures.  Anderson exclaimed, to the untrained eye it could be difficult to correctly identify the object.


“It takes a lot of practice,” said Anderson, who is a former aviation anti-submarine warfare technician.  “You have to view the images in the proper light and frame of mind in order to interpret them correctly.”


The Reserve detachment is using state of the art sidescan sonar equipment.  They are also using a Global Positioning System (GPS), which automatically identifies the coordinates of airplanes located by the sidescan sonar.  The combination of equipment provides reliable historical data, which is the key to finding the other 80 or so remaining aircraft in the lake.  


The Wildcat that now flies the skies of Kansas and is the property of Steve J. Craig.  It was the first recovered from Lake Michigan to be returned to flight status, a process that took two and a half years.  It is now on display at the Combat Air Museum in Topeka, Kan.


EODMU 10 hope TBM/TBF Avengers, F6F Hellcats, SBD Dauntless and additional Wildcats will also be salvaged.
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NRNS03404-05.  Black Hawk conducts change of command

From Naval Station Ingleside Public Affairs


INGLESIDE, Texas – Lt. Cmdr. Mark Kesselring recently relieved Cmdr. Patrick Huete as commanding officer of USS Black Hawk (MHC 58) while the ship was in Little Creek, Va.  Black Hawk is a Navy Reserve Force ship.


Kesselring earned his commission from the University of Colorado Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps program. He holds a bachelor of science degree in electrical engineering and a masters of science in applied physics from the Naval Post Graduate School.


His previous assignments include combat information center officer in USS San Bernardino (LST 1189) and chief engineer in USS Vandegrift (FFG 48).


Huete’s next assignment will be in the Surface Warfare Directorate (OPNAV N76) of the Chief of Naval Operations staff in Washington, D.C.


Black Hawk is homeported in Ingleside, Texas and is currently on a six-month deployment in the Western Atlantic.
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